
 
 
 
 

LGHS – ENGLISH 

COURSE SEQUENCE CHART

High School Graduation English Requirements:

Must pass 4 years (English 9, 10, 11, 12 required)

Minimum College Eligibility English Requirement for Most 4  Year Colleges:

Must earn C's or higher in 4 years of (P) level English courses.

P-English 9
(Grade 9)

P-English 9 Honors
 (Grade 9) 

P-English 10 Honors
(Grade 10)

P-English Language/Composition AP
(Grade 11)

P-English Literature/Composition AP
(Grade 12)

P-English 10
(Grade 10)

P-English 11:
Social Change

(Grade 11)
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OR

OR

OR
P-English 12: 

Philosophy and Ethics
(Grade 12)

ENGLISH ELECTIVES

* P-Creative Writing 
(Grades 10 – 12)

P-English 12: 
Social Change

(Grade 12)

ORP-English 12
(Grade 12)

OR

* P-Creative Writing Honors 
(Grades 11, 12)

* Meets UC and CSU electives standards

P-English 11 
(Grade 11)

OR

 
Program Overview 

 
LGHS courses in English are designed to develop communication skills in reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening, as well as to develop an appreciation for literature. 40 
units of English are required for graduation with 10 units required each of the 9th, 10th, 
11th, and 12th grades. Summer reading is required for all college preparatory classes. All 
English classes have been aligned with the California state framework. 
 
P-English 9 
Grade 9 
Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
P-English 9 is a college-preparatory course in literature, composition, grammar, and 
language.  Students study literary forms of the short story, the novel, drama, and poetry.  
The course emphasizes development of composition skills in expository, narrative, and 
descriptive writing.  Grammar fundamentals, including syntax, coordination, and 
subordination are an integral part of this course, as are spelling and vocabulary 
development.  Required summer reading for P-English 9:  Breaking Through by 
Francisco Jimenez.  

English Program 



 
P-English 9 Honors 
Grade 9 
Recommended Prerequisites:  A- or higher in 8th grade English 
P-English 9 Honors is a college-preparatory honors course designed for students who 
have demonstrated excellence in English.  English 9 Honors provides in-depth study 
and analysis of literature and the writing of composition with particular emphasis on 
exposition.  Extensive outside reading, vocabulary, spelling, usage, sentence patterns, 
and the development of critical thinking skills augment the curriculum.  Extensive 
summer reading is required.  Required summer reading for P-English 9H:  In addition 
to reading Breaking Through by Francisco Jimenez, students should read either The 
Chosen by Chaim Potok or A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith.  The book not 
read over the summer will be required reading at the start of the fall semester. 
 
P-English 10 
Grade 10 
Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
This is a college preparatory composition/ literature course, which emphasizes 
vocabulary building, literature analysis and full-length essays with attention given to 
punctuation, sentence structure, and style. One Shakespearean play and participation 
in one team debate is required. 
 
P-English 10 Honors 
Grade 10 
Recommended Prerequisites: B- or higher in English 9 H, A- or higher in English 9, or 

Teacher recommendation 

English 10 Honors is a college-prep class for students with strong skills and ability in 
comprehension and written expression. This course emphasizes literature and 
analytical expository writing which reflects higher cognitive skills. English 10H requires 
development of oral communication skills, including a unit on Oxford debate. 
 
P-English 11 
Grade 11 
Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
This course covers literature, composition, and reading comprehension skills. The 
primary writing emphasis will be on full-length composition, formulating/developing a 
thesis, outlining, writing effective introductions, transitions, and conclusions. Expository 
and persuasive compositions and writing essay examination answers requiring basic 
literary analysis will be combined with a thorough review of grammar and syntax.  SAT 
practice and vocabulary development are included. 
 
P-English 11: Social Justice/Change 
Grade 11 

Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
This is an introductory course to a potential two-year pathway of the study of social 
justice and change through the lens of literature, including the themes of class, race, 
gender, community, and the human condition.  One of the underlying themes of the 



course will be analyzing the resilient nature of our society, specifically in regard to 
individuals who are able to overcome societal pressures and stratifications, in order to 
create change for all. This course invites students to examine social justice while 
creating opportunities for them to think, read, and write critically. It is an opportunity for 
authentic education and experiential learning to build a better world. 
 
P-English Language/Composition AP  
Grade 11 
Recommended Prerequisites: B- or higher in English 10 H, A- or higher in English 10, or 

Teacher recommendation 

English Language and Composition AP is an Advanced Placement college prep class 
that acquaints students with the styles, themes, and points of view of major writers. 
Emphasis is given to the philosophical and historical climate within which each writer 
lived and wrote. This course requires extensive literary analysis and writing. 
 
P-English 12 
Grade 12 
Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
This course further examines the three common strands of English: literature, 
composition, and language. The writing of a major research paper is an essential part of 
the course as well as preparation for the college essay and for college entrance exams. 
 
P-English 12: Philosophy and Ethics 
Grade 12 
Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
Philosophy and Ethics is a senior year English 12 class with a focus on the BIG 
questions of life.  Some of our key questions will be: How do we lead a good life?  Can 
we know anything? What does it mean to be human?  How can we effect change in our 
world?  We will use philosophical ideas to explore our own lives and our modern-day 
institutions, especially our systems of government, education, technology, justice, 
economics, and the media.   
 
P-English 12: Social Justice/Change 
Grade 12 

Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
Social Justice/Change is a senior year English 12 class which explores the concepts of 
justice, conflict and social change and examines the ways in which political, economic, 
media, education, the prison system and other institutions create challenges for 
justice. It is a reading and discussion based course with themes of class, race, gender, 
community, and the human condition. This course invites students to examine social 
justice while creating opportunities for experiential learning to build a better world. 
It’s a continuation from English 11: Social Justice/Change, but one does not need to 
have completed the English 11 level to join in English 12. 
 



P-English Literature/Composition AP  
Grade 12 
Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in English Lang/Comp AP, A- or higher in 

English 11, or Teacher recommendation 

English Literature and Composition AP is a college level English course that readies 
students for the demands of college work. It prepares students to analyze literary works, 
write research papers on literary subjects, develop stylistic and organizational skills in 
writing, and understand the works of the best-known writers. Students are prepared for 
both the SAT and AP exams. The class will review grammar and syntax as needed. 
 

English Electives 
 
Please note: While this course is taught by an English teacher, it does not count toward 
the 40 units of English required for graduation. 
 
P-Creative Writing  
Grades 10 -12 
Recommended Prerequisites:  None 
By studying a wide variety of short stories, novel excerpts, autobiographical narratives, 
films, poetry, and spoken word poems, students will examine how writers of the various 
genres appeal to audiences of all different types. While this class will focus primarily on 
the writing aspect of student creations, it will give students the opportunity to share their 
work in written, performance, and multi-media forms. Students will also explore ways to 
develop their own writing by modeling the techniques learned through close study of our 
favorites. They will learn how to evaluate peer work in a workshop setting, using a 
Socratic approach. In the same workshop setting, they will learn how to use classmates’ 
responses to their creative work to improve and develop it. Sharing and performing work 
for an authentic audience is a critical component of this class. 
 
P-Creative Writing Honors 
Grades 11 -12 
Recommended Prerequisites:  B or higher in Creative Writing, Teacher 
recommendation 
This is for the second-year CW student or with prior approval from the instructor.  By 
studying a wide variety of short stories, novel excerpts, autobiographical narratives, 
films, poetry, and spoken word poems, students will examine how writers of the various 
genres appeal to audiences of all different types. While this class will focus primarily on 
the writing aspect of student creations, it will give students the opportunity to share their 
work in written, performance, and multi-media forms. Students will also explore ways to 
develop their own writing by modeling the techniques learned through close study of our 
favorites. They will learn how to evaluate peer work in a workshop setting, using a 
Socratic approach. In the same workshop setting, they will learn how to use classmates’ 
responses to their creative work to improve and develop it. Sharing and performing work 
for an authentic audience is a critical component of this class. CW Honors students will 
be expected to take a leadership role in sharing, workshopping, peer editing, 
presenting, and author-craft piece selection.  CW Honor students will also be expected 
to complete additional readings and peer feedback responses. 


